
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Hartung : Geschichte des Frankischen Kreises 843 

Dr. Reich, and Mr. Nichols, but has revised and tested them exhaus- 
tively, ransacking the libraries of Europe to explain a single allusion. 
The headings, notes, and appendixes supply invaluable biographical 
material. The text is treated in exemplary manner, the printing is 
almost faultless, and the whole is pervaded by the finest literary feel- 
ing as well as by the soundest scholarship. Several facsimiles of man- 
uscripts are given, and the second volume is embellished with repro- 
ductions of Quentin Matsys's portraits of Erasmus and Gillis. 

Brilliant as is the success of Mr. Allen, even he occasionally nods. 
The worst mistakes in the first volume are in notes (pp. 28, 32) to an 
introductory epistle, where the editor wrongly explains some allusions 
of Erasmus to Luther and even supposes that the writer is in error. 
This blunder would have been avoided had Mr. Allen used Ender's 
recent edition of Luther's letters instead of the old edition of De Wette, 
and it is easily corrected by referring to the modern work (Enders, 
III. 278, 375, and IV. 233, 319). 

The only indisputable mistake of importance which I have noted in 
the second volume is the conjectural dating of Duke George's letter 
(no. 514) from Weimar. As this town was not in his dominions, but 
in Ernestine Saxony, the heading is wrong and a more likely one would 
be Leipzig or Dresden. I am also convinced that Mr. Allen has wrongly 
placed epistle 527 in 1517. In this missive Pirckheimer encloses a note 
from Emser, of the Leipzig faculty, inquiring on what terms, if any, 
Erasmus will come to that university. Pirckheimer expresses the hope 
that Erasmus will accept the invitation, for then he will pass through 
Nuremberg on his way. This phrase distinctly implies that Erasmus 
was at that time living at Basel and not in the Netherlands ; I am there- 
fore inclined to place the letter (without date in the original) in 1 516. 
It is, however, worth noting in this connection that on May 31, 1520, 
Luther writes Spalatin : " Lipsenses jactant Erasmum ad sese ven- 
turum " (Enders, II. 406). 

In other points of relatively small importance other students will 
differ from some of Mr. Allen's conclusions but all must be grateful 
for his splendid work. 

Preserved Smith. 

Geschichte des Frankischen Kreises: Darstellung und Akten. Erster 
Band. Die Geschichte des Frankischen Kreises von 1521-1559. 
Bearbeitet von Fritz Hartung. [Veroffentlichungen der Gesell- 
schaft fiir Frankische Geschichte.] (Leipzig: Quelle und 
Meyer. 1910. Pp. xxxviii, 461.) 

The constitutional history of the old Holy Roman Empire received 
relatively little attention from historians of the nineteenth century until 
the recent studies of Karl Zeumer and his pupils. This is especially 
true of the history of the " circles ". Until the appearance of the vol- 
ume under review no study of great value had been made of any single 
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circle or of the circle organization as a whole since the publication of 
the twenty-sixth volume of J. J. Moser's Teutsches Staatsrecht, in 1746. 
Moser, however, like so many juristic writers of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, was chiefly concerned to give a satisfactory 
juristic definition of the powers and duties of the circles; and he based 
his description mainly on literal enactments or on stereotyped formulas 
which had been handed down. Dr. Hartung, on the other hand, as 
editor for a local German historical society, has studied the Franconian 
Circle as a living organism and has shown its historical growth. Since 
he wrote, a similar study has been made of the Lower Saxon Circle up to 
1542 by A. Neukirch. It is only upon the basis of several such local 
studies that there can be written a really satisfactory account of the 
circle organization as a whole. 

In a general introduction (pp. 3-155) Dr. Hartung traces the at- 
tempts at administrative reform in the Empire from the time of Rudolph 
of Hapsburg to 1521. The weakening of the Empire, the dynastic 
policy of the Hapsburgs, and the defiant attitude of the growing terri- 
torial princes made evident the desirability of some efficient machinery 
for enforcing order in Germany. Many plans were proposed; that of 
1438 perhaps came nearest to success and had most influence on the 
plan actually adopted in 1500. All the projects prior to 1500 had been 
shipwrecked on the jealousy of the different princes and political groups 
toward each other and toward the emperor. The princes admitted that 
political conditions were bad, but looked askance at any reform which 
might limit their individual freedom. Finally, however, they agreed 
in 1500 to a division of the Empire into ten districts or "circles". At 
first these circles were nothing but geographical expressions; they had 
almost no corporate life or activity. The Franconian Circle had only 
one session in the two decades following its creation, and the Rhine 
circles did not dare to proceed to execution against Franz von Sick- 
ingen when requested to do so by Maximilian in 1515. 

In a special introduction (pp. 159-233) Dr. Hartung gives an ex- 
cellent sketch showing how the Franconian Circle gradually grew in 
activity and power. Its leading members were the bishops of Bamberg. 
Wiirzburg, and Eichstatt, the princes of Anspach-Baireuth, Hohenlohe, 
Henneberg, and Schwarzenberg, and five Free Cities, including Nurem- 
berg. In 1530 and 1532 the circle loyally raised troops and chose a 
commander to help defend Germany from the Turkish peril. Some 
members joined the Schmalkald League and some sided with the em- 
peror, but the circle as a corporate whole remained neutral. By 1559 
the circle had so developed that it had a permanent military captain, 
council, and treasury. It had the oversight of the coinage and executed 
justice against disturbers of the public peace. But it was still far from 
having the power and pomp which it acquired in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. Before 1559 no delegate ever appeared at the 
Circle Diet driving more than two horses, and the longest session 
lasted only six days. 
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The documents in the last half of the volume are well chosen to 
show the development of the Franconian Circle from 1521 to 1559 as 
a corporate organization, but are singularly barren of general informa- 
tion in regard to this interesting period. They contain practically 
nothing on the Peasants' Revolt, the Pack Affair, or Luther and religious 
questions. 

Sidney B. Fay. 

Histoire de la Compagnie de Jesus en France: Des Origines a la 
Suppression {1528-1762). Par le P. Henri Fouqueray, S.J. 
Tome I. Les Origines et les Premieres Luttes (1528-157 5*). 
(Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 1910. Pp. xxv, 673.) 

Les Jcsuitcs. Par H. Boehmer, Professeur a l'Universite de Bonn. 

Ouvrage traduit de l'Allemand, avec une Introduction et des 

Notes par Gabriel Monod, Membre de l'lnstitut. (Paris: 

Armand Colin. 1910. Pp. lxxxiii, 304.) 

Of the histories of the Jesuits by countries (Assistentia is the Jesuit 
term, but from the first the Assistances were national in scope, and these 
histories prove yet more so) Father Fouqueray's work on the Jesuits in 
France is the fifth to begin its appearance. Father Astrain's first volume 
on the Jesuits in Spain was issued in 1902, and was followed by a second 
in 1905. In 1907 Father Hughes's on the Jesuits in North America 
and Father Duhr's on the Jesuits in the lands of German speech began 
to see the light. Father Tacchi Venturi's introductory volume on the 
history of the order in Italy appeared only last year. Portugal and 
Poland are yet to be heard from, and there is room for many a further 
volume on the Jesuits in lands non-Catholic or extra-European. 

But the series, though planned by the order, has no common editor 
or publisher; and it would not be easy to conceive a wider divergence 
in form than between the sumptuously illustrated pages of Father Duhr 
and the present sober-faced volume, sans picture, chart, or facsimile. 
Alas, the divergence is as great in scholarly spirit; and for once the 
pictorial work is not the crude one. Father Fouqueray was, indeed, not 
the scholar originally chosen for this task. Father Victor Mercier, who 
in 1895 took it in hand, was snatched away by death, and the responsi- 
bilities of authorship fell on shoulders fitted only, perhaps, for those of 
lieutenancy. But for the wealth of its sources, the work might rather 
have been written in the sixteenth century than in the twentieth. The 
order and its heroes are impeccable. The Devil in person is their con- 
stant antagonist. Heaven as constantly intervenes by miracle for their 
protection or their glory. To Father Fouqueray, indeed, this is so 
natural that he sees in it, like his Father Possevin when miraculously 
rescued from the Huguenots at Lyons, only " a delicate attention of 
Providence ". So avid of miracle is he, forsooth, for his needlessly 
detailed account of the founder of his order that, not content with the 



